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XVIII. On the Dory anthes , a new Genus of Plants from New Holland , 

next akin to the Agave. 

By Jofcph Correa de Serra, LL.D. F.R.S. and L.S. 

Read December 2, 1800. 

AMONGST the various new and intcrefting plants with which 
New Holland has of late enriched Botany, none perhaps has an 
equal claim to public notice with the plant which forms the fubjeft 
of the prefent paper. Its-beauty, its fhape and elegance, and the 
tenacity of its vital powers, entitle it to particular attention both 
from the cultivator and the naturalift. 

It was found in the mountainous part of the colony of New 
South Wales, by Mr. George Bafs, A.L.S. who brought the firlt 
fpecimens of it lalt year to Europe, in the fhip Perleverance. Other 
fpecimcns, in a high ftate of prefervation, have fince been brought in 
fpirits by Governor Hunter. From both thefe fources, and a An¬ 
gle flower which came to perfection at Kew, from a portion of Item 
without loots, which had been cut many months before, in New 
Holland, the following description of the genus has been made, and 
the character eftablilhed: 

DORYANTIIES*. 

Flos. 

Calyx nullus, nifi fpatlix partiales. 

From tire Greek hajta ; AofuxvGy;, Hajla Jlcriila. 
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Corolla 
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Corolla monopetala, infundibuliformis, fexpartita; lacinix fex, ob- 
longo-lanceolats, concavx, dorfo carinats, tres interiores bafi 
latiores. 

Stamina. Filamenta fex, longitudine fere petalorum, fubulata, an- 
therarum bafes profunde penetrantia ; anthers eredts, lubcylin- 
drics, biloculares, poft fcecundationem extindtoriiformes. 

Pijlillum. Stylus unicus (ex tribus connatis), trifulcatus, longitu¬ 
dine ftaminum; ftigma trilobum. 

Fructus. 

Itiduvhz nulls. 

Pericarpium. Capfula turbinato-ovata, fubtrigona, trifulcata, vef- 
tigiis petalorum ftylique coronata, trilocularis, trivalvis; fubftaii- 
tia duplex : interior lignofa, exterior corticofa, ftriata, fibrofa. 
Placentatio. Chorduls pidillares fex, per paria difpofits, axi diffe- 
pimentorum affixs. Semina chordulis piftillaribus alternatim af- 
fixa, ut fingula tantum feries in unoquoqueloculo appareat. 
Dehifcentia duplex: per axim diffepimentorum, et per valvarum 
futuras. 

Semen Liberum. 

Forma. Semen planum, reniforme, rugofum. Nucleus lateralis, fub- 
triqueter, dimidiam hujus partem obtinet. 
hitegumentum. Duplex; cxterius fpongiofum; nuclei cartilagineum. 
Perifpermum. Amygdalinum, nucleoconforme. 

Embryo monocotyledoneus, minutus. Cotyledon foliaceo-compreffa, 
plana, cuneiformis. 

Obfervation i. The Agave, Fourcrcea, and Dory ant hes , have a 
very ftridt affinity. The anthers, filaments, and the difpofition of 
feeds offer the greateft differences. The anthers in the Agave are 
incumbentes , in the Fonrcnea the filaments are alated; the corolla 

hex a pet ala. 




